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Know the difference💡
E-Bikes
Fully operable pedals ✅
Electric motor of 750 watts or less ✅
Allowed on public streets ✅

E-Motos
NOT allowed on streets, sidewalks, bikeways,
trails, or parks 🚫
Self-propelled and designed primarily for off-
highway use 🌄 
Riders & passengers must wear a DOT-approved 
motorcycle helmet❗ 

Just because it looks like an e-bike does not 
mean it is legally considered one. Stay safe and 
ride responsibly! #GoSafelyCA

California classifies e-bikes into three types: 
Class 1: Pedal-assist up to 20 mph ⚡ 
Class 2: Throttle or push button up to 20 mph ⚡ 
Class 3: Pedal-assist up to 28 mph ⚡ 

Here are the rules: 
Class 1 & 2: Riders under 18 must wear a properly 
fitted helmet ⚡ 
Class 3: Must be 16+ and wear a helmet, regardless 
of age ⚡ 

Follow all traffic laws and ride responsibly and 
safely. #GoSafelyCA
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Because e-bikes are faster and heavier than 
traditional bikes, the force of impact in a crash is 
more severe. Always wear a properly fitted helmet. 

Helmets are required for riders under 18 on class 1 
& 2 e-bikes and all riders on class 3 e-bikes. 

Stay safe and ride responsibly. #GoSafelyCA

When it comes to helmet requirements, e-bikes 
and e-motos are not one and the same. 

E-bikes
Class 1 & 2: Riders under 18 must wear a properly
fitted helmet ⚡
Class 3: Must be 16+ and wear a helmet, regardless
of age ⚡

E-motos
Riders & passengers must wear a DOT-approved
motorcycle helmet. ❗

Remember, e-bikes are allowed on public streets. 
E-motos are NOT and designed primarily for off-
highway use.

Stay safe and ride responsibly. #GoSafelyCA
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Every person is someone’s family member. 

Drivers
Follow the speed limit ✅
Slow down at intersections as e-bikes can move faster than traditional 
bikes and enter your blind spot quickly ✅
When possible, change lanes and allow a minimum of three feet when 
passing bicyclists ✅

E-Bike Riders
The same rules of the road for vehicles apply to e-bikes ⚡
Ride in the same direction as traffic ⚡
Always wear a properly fitted bicycle helmet, regardless of your age. ⚡

Whether you’re driving or riding an e-bike, safety starts with paying 
attention and following the rules of the road. #GoSafelyCA
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