California Car Seat
Law Changes

What's Changing?

As of January 1, 2027, the California car seat
law says that children ages 8 to 16 years old
must pass all steps of the 5-Step test before
they can safely use a seat belt without a

booster seat. . . .
California Child

The 5-Step Test: Passenger Safety Laws

The child can sit with their back > UnQer 2 years: Mustrideina rear-
flat against the seat of the car. facing car seat unless they weigh 40
pounds or are 40+ inches tall.

» Under 8 years old: Must ride in a car

Their knees bend over the edge seat or booster seat in the back seat.
of the seat.

» 8 years orolder, or 49” or taller: If a

child meets all the requirements of the
The shoulder belt fits snugly 5-Step test then they may ride in a seat
across the middle of their chest belt without a booster seat.

s el plu il e » Drivers can be fined over $500 and get

a point on their driving record for each

The lap belt sits low on their hips unbuckled child under 16.
and touches their thighs.

The child can stay seated like this

for the whole trip.

Kaitlyn's Law

Do not leave a child under 6 years old alone in a car if the
keys are in the ignition or the car is running. A child must
be watched by someone who is at least 12 years old.

For more information, visit the CDPH Child Passenger Safety website.
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/ChildPassengerSafety(CPS)InCalifornia.aspx



